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who was able to attend to the work beyond one year and a half, 
although the contract called for two, and that in September, 1884, the 
company buried 654 officers and men. 

A table of the official health statistics of the Panama Canal under 
French control, years 1881 to 1891, inclusive, is published under the 
heading Panama, in the present number of the Public Health 
Reports. The table gives the average effective force employed each 
year, and the percentage of disease and death under the De Lesseps 
Company (1881-1888), during the liquidation period (1889-1894), and 
under the later French Canal Company. 

Telephones and tuberculosis. — As a result of the examination of 
telephone mouthpieces, conducted under the auspices of the medical 
officer of health of tbe city of London, England, a bacteriological 
report has been submitted, stating that no evidence was found of the 
contamination of the mouthpieces with either tubercle or diphtheria 
bacilli, though attention was called to the bad ventilation of telephone 
booths. 



UNITED STATES. 

[Reports to the Surgeon-General Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service.] 

Investigation of suspected smallpox in Preston and Monona alia counties, 

W. Ya. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Goldberger reports, June 29, as follows: 
Pursuant to Bureau orders of June 24 directing me to proceed to 
Grafton, W. Va., for the purpose of conferring with the health 
authorities in regard to the diagnosis of a disease suspected of being 
smallpox, 1 have to report as follows: I was met at Grafton by Doctors 
Barbee and Warden, of the State board of health, and with them vis- 
ited Tunnelton, Preston County, and Morgan town, Monongalia Countj T , 
and in both localities saw several cases of an eruptive disease which 
was obviously smallpox. In the latter locality a question had been 
raised as to the diagnosis, one ph3 7 sician, recently nominated as county 
health officer, believing it to be impetigo contagiosa. 

From the patient in whose case the question as to the diagnosis had 
been raised I elicited the following history: She was taken sick two 
weeks after a near neighbor, whom she was in the habit of visiting, 
was taken with fever and an eruption. Her sickness began with head- 
ache, dizziness, fever, and pain in the back, so that she took to her 
bed, but at the end of three days began to feel better, and noticed an 
eruption on her face and hands. For a daj' or two after this she was 
able to be out of bed, but then began to feel sick again, and could not 
stand on account of the pain in the eruption on her feet. She had 
never been vaccinated. At the date of my visit, about four weeks 
after the onset of her illness, she was up and about, feeling perfectly 
well, but showing on her face an abundance of red scars, which left no 
room for doubt that she was convalescing from variola. Doctor Bar- 
bee urged upon the county court that energetic steps be taken at once 
to suppress the disease. 



